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Abstract

This research examines the challenges of Iranian cinema in representing the objectives
and nature of the Islamic Revolution, and investigates the root causes of the mental
and structural obstacles facing filmmakers. The main objective is to analyze the
reasons behind the divergence of cinematic works from the fundamental concepts of
the Revolution, focusing on the mindset and action patterns of the auteurs rather than
merely analyzing the films' outputs. Employing the qualitative method of "In-depth
Social Exploration,” this study collected and analyzed the required data through
interviews with six field experts and an in-depth analysis of the actions of six new-
generation filmmakers within the brokerage space. The findings indicate that the
central issue is the shift in the dominant logic of the cinematic field from discursive-
identity approaches towards market and network requirements. The most significant
mechanism shaping this space is the interaction between the actors' understanding of
the connection-oriented structure of cinema (the internal cognitive factor) and the
adoption of networking strategies (the observable external factor). As a result of this
interaction, the artistic portrayal of the Revolution's concepts has been overshadowed
by political economy relations, and the advancement of productions has found a
significant correlation with the professional adaptability of filmmakers to the
requirements of distribution and capital provision.

Keywords: Artistic Treatment, Filmmakers, Revolution, Addressing the Goals and
Essence, Islamic Revolution, Iranian Cinema.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Iranian Islamic Revolution was not merely a shift in political power but a fundamental
ontological transformation in the contemporary world. Cinema, with its unique ability to
reproduce reality and influence collective consciousness, was expected to visually articulate
these spiritual and revolutionary concepts. However, a pathological assessment of the last four
decades reveals a deep gap between the technical growth of Iranian cinema and its success in
capturing the true essence of the Revolution. Filmmakers often fall into realistic reporting,
Western narrative clichés, or an overemphasis on security and political dimensions, neglecting
the cultural and human depth of the Revolution. This study aims to explore the mental,
structural, and environmental obstacles that new-generation filmmakers encounter when
translating these lofty concepts into cinematic art, addressing why cinematic works often
diverge from the fundamental tenets of the Revolution.

Theoretical Framework

To define the artistic representation of the Revolution, the study establishes its ontological and
ideological foundations rooted in a monotheistic worldview (Tawhid), strategic jurisprudence
(Figh), and messianism (Mahdism). It views the Revolution's nature as an integration of divine
guidance and conscious human agency that rejects capitalist commodification. To analyze the
contemporary cinema landscape, the study utilizes Pierre Bourdieu’s Field Theory of Cultural
Production. Bourdieu defines a "field" as a structured social space where actors compete for
dominant positions using various forms of capital (cultural and symbolic). This framework
helps examine how the objective structures of the cinematic field interact with filmmakers'
internalized predispositions (habitus) and the accepted, unwritten rules of the game (doxa)
upheld by field gatekeepers.

Research Methodology

Adopting a qualitative approach based on "In-depth Social Exploration” (Zharf-kavi), this
study defines social problems as the discrepancy between the current state and an ideal model.
The research operations were carried out in three interconnected steps: Formulating the Ideal
Model: Defining the criteria for committed Islamic art based on religious and philosophical
principles. In-depth Field Study: Delineating the brokerage space by focusing on the new
generation of filmmakers (born in the 1970s and 1980s) across three entry paths: independent,
state/ideological, and academic/institutional. Purposive sampling (criterion-referenced and
snowballing) resulted in 12 semi-structured interviews (6 field experts/gatekeepers and 6 new-
generation filmmakers) conducted between March and May 2026 until theoretical saturation
was achieved. Additionally, direct field observation was carried out for three months in
professional settings (such as film sets, script readings, and screenings) to document
communicative and non-communicative actions. Data Analysis: Utilizing thematic analysis to
categorize the qualitative data into internal-cognitive, internal-non-cognitive, and external-
observable causal factors within the framework of Bourdieu's theory.
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Findings

The empirical investigation identified a major gap between the ideal model—where a
filmmaker acts as a "cultural mujahid” balancing high technical mastery with intrinsic
ideological commitment—and the reality of the field. The fieldwork classified new-generation
filmmakers into four distinct typologies: the contradictory/moderate type who struggles
between ideals and market logic; the isolated/monopolistic type who holds an interpretive
monopoly but falls into practical passivity; the pragmatist/speculator type who commaodifies
cinema entirely through commercial formulas; and the strategic/security type who views
cinema through a cold-war lens and retreats into animation to avoid production hurdles. The
central finding indicates that the cinematic field has drastically shifted from a discursive-
identity logic to a market-driven, network-oriented structure. The primary underlying
mechanism driving this divergence is the organic interaction between the actors' realistic
understanding of cinema's rent-seeking, connection-based structure (internal cognitive factor)
and their adoption of networking/lobbying strategies for survival (external observable factor).
Consequently, the artistic expression of revolutionary values is overshadowed by political
economy relations, making professional advancement highly dependent on adapting to
commercial capital and distribution requirements.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the core impediment to a proper cinematic representation of the
Islamic Revolution is the structural transition of the Iranian cinema field into a neoliberal,
network-based marketplace. To navigate toward the ideal model, the study suggests strategic
interventions using "soft social technologies”. These include: Platform for Peer-Validation:
Implementing a blind peer-review platform for script evaluation and funding allocation within
state institutions to replace network lobbying with textual meritocracy. Critical Educational
Frameworks: Introducing educational modules focused on the political economy of media to
reframe cinema as truth-seeking rather than commercial speculation. Policy and Regulatory
Reforms: Reforming state policies by establishing step-by-step, quality-contingent financing
and introducing smart distribution subsidies to counter commercial theater monopolies.
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