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Abstract

This study aims to fill the theoretical gap in the existing literature on the minbar by
examining this phenomenon as a media platform in contrast to the algorithmic logic of
contemporary digital platforms. The findings, derived from a synthesis of theories of
orality, affordance, and authority, reveal three fundamental components. First, live and
performative orality facilitates real-time feedback and audience engagement. Second,
the action possibilities afforded by the minbar's spatial-sacred architecture organize
participation through predetermined ritualistic forms. Third, and most importantly, the
minbar embodies an explicitly personal, accountable, and named authority, standing
in direct opposition to the impersonal, ostensibly neutral, and unaccountable authority
of algorithms. Consequently, the prevalent recommendation of "convergence” with
mass media is challenged. It is argued that the survival of the minbar does not lie in
imitating algorithmic logic, but rather in deepening "accountable human agency" to
reproduce social solidarity and foster live dialogue with all segments of society,
particularly marginalized groups and minorities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study addresses a theoretical gap in the scholarship on the minbar, the oldest Islamic
communicative instrument, which has largely been described through socio-political and
identity-based lenses rather than systematically analyzed via advanced communication and
media theories. The central research question is: how can the minbar be conceptualized as a
media platform through the lens of communication theory, and what are its structural
similarities to and differences from contemporary algorithmic platforms?

Theoretical Framework

The review departs from the distinction between parasocial interaction, the situated
viewing-bound experience, and the parasocial relationship, the durable bond persisting beyond
it. A defining feature of the field is that it has never possessed a native theory of its own. It has
borrowed instead from interpersonal communication and psychology — uncertainty reduction
theory (Rubin & McHugh, 1987), attachment theory (Cohen, 1997), self-discrepancy theory
(Derrick et al., 2008), the investment model (Eyal & Dailey, 2012), imagined interaction theory
(Madison & Porter, 2016) and self-determination theory (Hartmann, 2016) — with the shared
ambition of establishing that parasocial bonds are structurally continuous with interpersonal
ones, and therefore tractable to existing relational theory.

Two propositions have organized much of the empirical work: the compensation hypothesis,
that parasocial relationships substitute for a deficient social life, and the parasocial contact
hypothesis, that bonds with outgroup media figures reduce intergroup prejudice. Underlying
both is the load-bearing premise of non-reciprocity — the media figure cannot return the
audience member's attention. The review treats that premise as an analytic object rather than a
given, and treats measurement as part of the framework, since instrument construction has
repeatedly served as the vehicle for conceptual argument.

Method

Methodologically, this research is situated within the tradition of conceptual papers and
employs a "theoretical synthesis" approach (Jaakkola, 2020). Unlike empirical studies, this
method constructs a novel understanding by systematically combining pre-existing theories
through two core skills: summarizing, which distills scattered knowledge, and integration,
which transforms prior theories into a higher-order framework (Mclnnis, 2011). For the first
time, this paper synthesizes three distinct theoretical corpuses — theories of orality and oral
communication, platform theory and affordances (Gibson, 1979; Norman, 1988), and the
sociology of authority (Weber, 1978) — into a single analytical framework. Epistemological
congruence among these three bodies is established through the unifying concept of "human
agency," the pivotal point where oral characteristics, platform action-structures, and
accountable authority converge. Validity, consistent with reflexive qualitative traditions, is
achieved through critical reflection, transparency, and logical coherence rather than empirical
testing (Finlay, 2002a; 2002b).

Findings

The synthesized findings reveal three fundamental pillars. First, "live orality” characterizes the
minbar as a performative, event-based communication where meaning is co-constructed in
real-time interaction. Unlike written text, the oral discourse is densely layered with non-verbal
cues — paralanguage, gestures, and bodily postures — and, drawing on Ong and Hartley's
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(2013) characteristics of primary orality, embodies aggregative thought, redundancy,
traditionalism, and close connection to the audience's lifeworld. Crucially, instantaneous
feedback allows the orator to modify the message on the spot, transforming the audience from
passive recipients into active "co-constructors” of meaning (Finnegan, 2003; Malmstrom,
2016).

Second, the minbar's "platform affordances™ organize specific action possibilities through its
material, spatial, and historical characteristics. Its physical elevation establishes a vertical
hierarchy and one-to-many communications, while its fixed position within sacred spaces
imbues utterances with a sacred frame. Historical sedimentation — from its role as a
state-supported institution in the Safavid era to its political mobilization during the 1979 Iranian
Revolution — adds layers of collective memory. The tripartite Shiite sermon structure (public
discourse, eulogies, and tragedy recounting) creates a "liminal reality" (Howarth, 2005) where
historical events like Karbala intertwine with contemporary social grief, enabling personal loss
to be experienced within a transcendent narrative. This stands in contrast to contemporary
digital platforms which, as danah boyd (2026) argues, structurally reduce user agency and
transform interaction into passive consumption.

Third, "platform authority" addresses why the minbar's speech is deemed valid and obligatory.
Employing Weber's (1978) typology, the minbar synthesizes traditional authority (the orator's
position in religious hierarchy) and charismatic authority (personal rhetorical skills). This is
juxtaposed against "algorithmic authority” (Shirky, 2009) and "algorithmic objectivity"
(Gillespie, 2014) in the digital age, where trust is placed in impersonal, neutral-seeming
computational procedures rather than named individuals. While Latour's (2005)
Actor-Network Theory offers descriptive appeal by treating human and non-human elements
as symmetrical actors, the paper, following Elder-Vass (2008; 2015), critiques its ontological
inability to explain the normative basis of legitimacy, its flattening of power structures, and its
depoliticizing effect. The minbar refuses anonymity: unlike algorithms where accountability
dissolves into a network of unidentifiable actors, the minbar concentrates responsibility in a
single, named, socially accountable individual.

Conclusion

Consequently, the prevalent recommendation in existing literature for "convergence” with
mass media is critically challenged. This paper argues that such convergence, if executed
without theoretical precision, risks eroding the minbar's core asset — accountable human
agency — by imposing broadcast or algorithmic logic upon it. Instead, the survival and vitality
of the minbar lie not in competing with algorithms for scale, but in deepening its unique
advantage: live, responsive, personal interaction. This capacity uniquely equips the minbar to
foster genuine social solidarity, give voice to marginalized groups, and engage younger
demographics — functions that structurally alienated algorithmic platforms, despite their
inclusivity claims, fundamentally fail to provide.
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1. ANT (actor and network theory)
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