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Abstract
Received: The relationship between celebritism and television in Iran dates back to the
2026/07/20 | 1950s, when celebrities were primarily employed for commercial advertising.
Accepted: Over the past seven decades, this relationship has become increasingly
2026/07/25 institutionalized, with celebrities playing prominent roles across diverse

television formats, including drama series, talk shows, talent competitions, and
reality-based programs. Against this backdrop, this study examines the
theoretical and practical dimensions of celebrity policymaking in Iranian
television and proposes a policy framework for governing the relationship
between broadcasting institutions and celebrity culture. Drawing on a library-
based review, the study first clarifies the conceptual distinction between
celebrification and celebritization and reviews the three dominant approaches to
celebrity studies to establish its analytical framework. It then analyzes the
organizational structure of television production at the macro, meso, and micro
levels and relates these dimensions to the socio-cultural conditions underlying
the emergence of celebritism in Iran. The study proposes policy
recommendations at two complementary levels. Contextual strategies address
the broader social, cultural, and media environment by emphasizing
professionalism over ideological orientation, cultural approaches over
instrumentalism, and greater pluralism alongside reduced regulatory
centralization. Direct strategies focus on institutional engagement with
celebritism through reforming existing governance mechanisms, recognizing
celebrities primarily as citizens, and adopting a specialization-based
classification of celebrities in media policy and practice.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Television represents the historical convergence of culture and technology and has become one
of the most influential institutions in contemporary societies. Beyond its technical
characteristics, television functions as an organized communication system in which content
production and distribution are shaped by institutional regulations, political structures, and
cultural contexts. Although scholars have offered contrasting interpretations of television’s
social role, there is broad agreement that it has profoundly transformed public communication
and cultural life. Alongside the expansion of broadcasting, television has also become one of
the principal sites for the construction and circulation of celebrity culture. Through
entertainment programs, talk shows, talent competitions, and reality television, celebrities have
become commercially valuable and culturally influential figures whose visibility attracts public
attention and shapes media consumption. In Iran, this relationship dates back to the emergence
of commercial television in the 1950s. Following the Islamic Revolution, the Islamic Republic
of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) remained the country's dominant broadcasting institution and
gradually adopted celebrities as a strategy for attracting audiences. However, changing political
priorities and managerial approaches have produced inconsistent policies toward celebrities,
oscillating between exclusion, ideological utilization, and reintegration. These fluctuations
reveal the absence of a coherent policy framework governing the relationship between Iranian
television and celebrity culture. Accordingly, this study investigates the theoretical and
institutional foundations of celebrity policymaking in Iranian television and proposes policy
recommendations for establishing a more systematic and sustainable framework.

Theoretical Framework

This study distinguishes between celebrification and celebritization as two analytically
related but conceptually distinct processes. Celebrification refers to the transformation of
ordinary individuals into celebrities through media exposure, commodification, and public
visibility, whereas celebritization denotes the broader diffusion of celebrity logic into social
institutions and everyday life. Rather than treating celebritization as a universal process, the
study emphasizes its dependence on specific political, cultural, and media contexts. The
analysis adopts a critical perspective on celebrities, examining the reciprocal relationship
among media institutions, political power, celebrities, and audiences. It further conceptualizes
television as a production organization operating across macro (ownership and policymaking),
meso (organizational management), and micro (production practices) levels. To explain the
institutional expansion of celebrity culture, the framework integrates the concepts of media
popularity, attention communication and the attention economy, and the reality television
genre. Together, these perspectives provide an integrated framework for understanding how
television policies and organizational structures shape the development of celebrity culture in
Iran.

Method

This research employs a library-based qualitative design grounded in secondary analysis.
Books, journal articles, policy documents, and scholarly literature concerning celebrity studies,
media policy, and Iranian television were systematically reviewed to construct the analytical
framework and evaluate the relationship between IRIB and celebrity culture. The literature
review combined two complementary strategies: moving from specific concepts toward
broader contextual analyses and narrowing general thematic discussions into focused analytical
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questions. Rather than producing primary empirical data, the study synthesizes existing
scholarship to generate new theoretical interpretations and policy-oriented insights. Through a
critical review of the literature and an institutional analysis of Iranian television, the study
evaluates current media policies and proposes recommendations for a more coherent and
rational engagement with celebrity culture.

Findings

The findings indicate that the relationship between IRIB and celebrity culture is structurally
embedded within the institutional organization of Iranian television rather than being merely a
programming choice. At the macro level, state ownership, centralized governance, and
ideological policymaking determine the general framework for engaging with celebrities. At
the meso level, these priorities are translated into managerial decisions, production routines,
and content selection, while at the micro level producers increasingly rely on reality-based
formats, talent competitions, and celebrity-centered entertainment to maximize audience
attention. Consequently, Iranian television simultaneously resists and reproduces the logic of
celebrity culture, creating a contradictory policy environment in which celebrities are
alternately excluded, instrumentalized, or reintegrated according to changing ideological and
political considerations. The analysis also demonstrates that one of the principal shortcomings
of existing policymaking is the failure to distinguish conceptually between celebrification and
celebrities themselves. As a result, policy interventions primarily target individual celebrities
rather than the broader socio-cultural process of celebritization. To address this deficiency, the
study proposes two complementary groups of policy recommendations. Contextual strategies
include strengthening professionalism instead of ideological selection, replacing instrumental
approaches with cultural perspectives, and promoting greater pluralism and decentralization
within the broadcasting system. Direct strategies emphasize adopting scientific definitions of
celebrification, recognizing celebrities primarily as citizens with equal civic rights, and
differentiating celebrities from other publicly visible figures according to their professional
expertise and social functions.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the principal challenge facing Iranian television is not the existence
of celebrities but the absence of a coherent policy toward the broader process of celebritization.
Sustainable media governance requires moving beyond ideological and reactive approaches
toward an evidence-based framework grounded in media studies and cultural policy. By
distinguishing between fame, celebrity, celebrification, and celebritization, prioritizing
professionalism over ideology, adopting culturally informed media policies, and recognizing
celebrities within the broader framework of citizenship, IRIB can establish a more balanced
and effective relationship with celebrity culture while preserving its institutional objectives and
responding more successfully to the realities of an increasingly mediatized society.
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