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Abstract
Received: In the age of expanding artificial intelligence, this technology has evolved from a mere
2026/06/07 information-processing tool into a mediator of human perception, learning, decision-
making, and self-reflection—thereby questioning man's status as a knowing subject
Acce}ote?l: and locus of judgment. This study identifies what crisis this mediation generates in
2026/07/29

" human epistemic, existential, and social identity, based on Islamic anthropological and
' epistemological foundations. The research is fundamental in purpose and qualitative
. in approach, proceeding through conceptual analysis in four stages: extracting
. foundational concepts of identity, the self (nafs), primordial nature (fitrah), and real
' versus conventional (i'tibari) perceptions from Islamic teachings; comparing these
. with contemporary philosophy of technology and Al ethics; reconstructing
" relationships among concepts within a unified framework; and synthesizing findings
. based on Islamic texts and peer-reviewed articles. Findings reveal that the identity
. crisis unfolds across two interconnected dimensions. Existentially, algorithmic
' representation—a second-order construct—displaces authentic identity rooted in
+inherent human dignity and the soul's affinity with its transcendent origin.
. Epistemically, data-driven cognition overtakes presential knowledge (‘ilm huduri),
' resting on the principality of existence, the unity of knower and known, and substantial
. motion. These substitutions, in a feedback loop, weaken the regulatory circuit of free
 will (ikhtiyar). The study concludes that Al, unlike earlier tools, risks transforming
' humanity from authorized dominion (taskhir) into subjugation. The remedy lies not in
1 halting technology, but in restoring the regulatory circuit of choice and reinstating
' authentic cognition and monotheistic fitrah as identity's true reference.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The accelerating diffusion of artificial intelligence has altered the human being's relation to the
act of knowing. Al is no longer merely an instrument for processing information but the
principal mediator of learning, analysis, decision-making, meaning-production, and even the
person's reflection upon himself. While this expands cognitive capacity, it unsettles his
standing as knowing subject and locus of judgement, as independent reflection, critical
judgement, the formation of values, and self-understanding are progressively delegated to these
systems. At stake is not the substitution of particular abilities but a gradual reordering of his
relation to truth, meaning, responsibility, and identity, blurring the boundary between authentic
and mediated cognition. The central problem is accordingly not the development of the
technology but the safeguarding of human epistemic and existential identity in the encounter
with it, and the guiding question is this: how does Al, in its mediating role, transform the human
being's position as knowing subject, and what crisis does that transformation generate in his
epistemic, existential, and social identity?

Theoretical Framework

The study rests on two pillars. The first is the anthropology and epistemology of Transcendent
Wisdom (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya): the primacy of existence, which construes being as one
graded reality; substantial motion, on which the soul is not static but a continuous flux toward
higher actuality; the distinction between presential and acquired knowledge with the union of
intellect and intelligible; and the sanctified intellect and monotheistic fitra, which orient that
motion toward an absolute end. The human being thus comprises a perishable bodily level and
an immaterial soul that constitutes his true identity and grounds his vicegerency (khilafa) — a
station arising not from convention but from the rational soul's existential affinity with its
origin.

The second pillar is “Allama Tabataba'1's theory of 1 tibariyyat, which divides perception into
real perceptions, whose referents obtain externally, and conventional perceptions posited by
the mind to manage social life. However widely conventions extend, they never penetrate the
immaterial soul, whose mode of being differs from theirs in kind. Free will, as the intersection
of creation and legislation, mediates between the two systems, keeping convention subordinate
to reality.

The pillars converge in a comparative reading of Al's technical vocabulary (Table 1): sanctified
intellect against computational rationality; presential knowledge against data-driven cognition;
authorized taskhir against artificial agency; the unseen (ghayb) against the black box, a "telos-
less unseen™ without ontological signification; substantial motion against algorithmic updating;
and authentic conventions against “cyber conventional nihilism."

Method
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Fundamental in aim and qualitative in approach, the research employs conceptual analysis: its
object is not the empirical measurement of Al's effects but the reconstruction of the concepts
that make the relation between Al and the identity crisis intelligible. Transcendent Wisdom
was chosen for its capacity to integrate demonstrative reason, intuitive knowledge, and
revealed text within a single epistemic stance, as befits a problem at once epistemological,
existential, and normative. Analysis proceeded in four stages: extraction of the core concepts
(identity, soul, fitra, knowledge, real and conventional perceptions, agency, identity crisis)
from primary Islamic sources; comparison with their counterparts in contemporary philosophy
of technology, Al ethics, and identity studies; reconstruction of the relations among them into
a unified conceptual framework; and synthesis into the proposed framework. The corpus
comprised primary philosophical texts and peer-reviewed Persian and English scholarship,
selected by purposive sampling.

Findings

Two interlocking crises emerge. Existentially, Al systems continuously construct a
computational representation of the user and return it as profile, score, recommendation, or
reply — a feedback loop in which the person treats the system's image of him as a source of
self-knowledge. Algorithmic identity is thus a second-order i tibar: unlike ownership or office,
posited knowingly to regulate social relations, it is generated by computational systems from
data withdrawn from the user's awareness yet returned as objective description. Read through
Tabataba’1's commentary on Q 59:19, this is the self-forgetting that follows forgetfulness of
God: the "data self" replaces the authentic reference of identity. Fitra resists it, since unlike an
algorithm's parameters it cannot be reprogrammed from without, only veiled; the crisis lies in
the inversion whereby representation ceases to be measured against fitra and becomes the
measure itself — the weakening of the regulatory loop of free will. Mutahhari's spiritual
freedom, Javadi AmulT's intrinsic dignity and vicegerency, and Shahabadi's mirroring of the
divine names confirm the same displacement: performance metrics supplant a dignity prior to
performance, and formal simulation is mistaken for existential manifestation.

Epistemically, the data—information—knowledge—wisdom hierarchy lacks an ontological
ground for why accumulation does not culminate in wisdom; the Qur’anic idiom of bestowal
(Q 2:269) supplies one, since wisdom is granted rather than amassed and presupposes an
existential capacity in its recipient. On the primacy of existence and the union of intellect and
intelligible, knowing is a mode of being, not a formal relation; machine learning adjusts
weights without any subject in which knower and known are unified, and so simulates
knowledge's output without its existential event. "Learning™ is thus a metaphor: substantial
motion is internal flux with a final orientation, whereas parameter adjustment is externally
imposed and directed toward a predefined cost function. Al therefore operates wholly within
the symbolic order, lacking any locus of presence — a limitation of kind, not of computational
power; and information saturation itself forms a quantitative veil. Both crises share one
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structure, the substitution of presence by representation, and so reinforce one another in a self-
intensifying loop.

Conclusion

The crisis arises when the person, of his own volition, surrenders the authority of understanding
to Al within a gradually companionable relation. Earlier tools extended a bodily organ; Al
simulates the perceptive faculty itself, and, appearing to act as a knowing subject, may occupy
the position of commander rather than mastered instrument, inverting authorized taskhir into
subjugation. Ontologically, no computational advance closes the gap: the machine lacks
presential knowledge, personal unity of existence, substantial motion, and fitra. In the human
being the material level is the window through which the spirit meets the sensible world; when
it is outsourced, the channel nourishing the soul's higher levels is blocked, and whoever wholly
delegates perception and judgement risks descending below the machine that never possessed
these capacities (Q 7:179). The study's contribution lies in integrating three hitherto separate
levels of analysis — Transcendent Wisdom's anthropology and epistemology, the theory of
i‘tibariyyat, and contemporary philosophy of technology — into a single explanatory
framework that also enables a philosophical critique of posthumanism. The remedy lies not in
halting technology but in reconstructing the regulatory loop of free will and restoring authority
to presential knowledge and monotheistic fitra.
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