Art, Culture & Media Quarterly

2026/ Vol.1/ No. 2/ PP 85-105
d. ) https://doi.org/10.22034/acmj.2026.599487.1021

Research Paper

A comparative analysis of the relationship between the artist character and the

socio-cultural context in an Iranian and an American film

Mohammadreza Gharghani

Master's graduate in Social Communication Sciences from the University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran:

mohammadreza.gharghani @gmail.com

Azam Ravadrad

Professor, Department of Social Communication Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding

Author): ravadrad @ut.ac.ir

Received:
2026/09/03

Accepted:
2026/09/26

(©Cmom

ISSN: 3134-0903

Abstract

Cinema and feature films have always been regarded as tools for narrative
expression. Numerous films have been produced that address art and the artistic way
of life. This study seeks to examine two films—Santouri, directed by Dariush
Mehrjuei in Iran, and A Star Is Born, directed by Bradley Cooper in Hollywood—
using Greimas’s narrative analysis method and Stuart Hall’s theory of representation.
Both films are, in different ways, concerned with the issue of the artist and the artist’s
lived experience in society. Cinema represents various social themes, and the
director and author of the work articulate their perspectives on different issues within
the film and present them to audiences and consumers. The aim of this research is to
understand the nature of the author’s viewpoint and the manner in which they
represent the artist as a subject. The findings show that the artist in Iran in the 2010s
(the 1390s in the Iranian calendar) is represented as grappling with diverse
challenges rooted in tradition, which are considered major obstacles in the artist’s
path. By contrast, the representation in A Star Is Born depicts a kind of commercial
aesthetic outlook within the capitalist system and its music industry—an outlook in
which not only the artist’s art matters, but also possessing facial attractiveness and a
well-proportioned body is essential for professional artistic advancement.

Keywords: Representation, Artist, Narrative analysis, Cinema.


https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5475-0098
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7634-0816
https://doi.org/10.22034/acmj.2026.599487.1021

A comparative analysis of the relationship between the artist character ...

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Cinema and cinematic works have always been connected to social issues and maintain a
two-way relationship with society; that is, they are influenced by social conditions and also
influence them. Even in abstract works, traces of social elements can be seen. Some films are
formed directly within a social context and represent one of a society’s challenges. One of these
issues is “art and the artist’s lived experience.” Films with this focus do not merely narrate an
artist’s life; rather, they concentrate on how the artist confronts society, how society responds
to the artist, and the mutual effects of this relationship.

Theoretical Framework

In media studies, “representation” is not a passive reflection of reality but an active, ideological
construction that shapes audience perception. This research adopts Stuart Hall’s constructivist
approach, which posits that media uses linguistic systems and signs to “construct” reality rather
than simply mirror it. To analyze this, the study examines two primary ideological mechanisms:
stereotyping, which reduces complexity to polarize the “Self” against the “Other,” and
naturalization, which masks constructed social and political norms as “eternal” truths. By
applying this framework to cinema, this research investigates how film constructs images of
the “artist’s life” and their negotiation with societal structures. Ultimately, this approach moves
beyond simple biographical narrative, allowing for a deeper exploration of the social and
ideological layers that govern how artists are represented, providing insight into the power
structures influencing cultural discourse.

Method

Narrative, in its simplest definition, is the representation of an event or a set of events.
Narratology, as a scientific method, was introduced by Todorov in 1969, and its history is
divided into three periods: pre-structuralist, structuralist, and post-structuralist. Narrative
analysis is a qualitative method through which the researcher, by reflecting on the text, accesses
its semantic and ideological layers. Since the goal of this research is to identify the artist
character, narrative analysis is considered suitable for examining characters based on their
actions and the trajectory of the story. This approach has roots in structuralism, and theorists
such as Barthes and Propp played key roles in its development. In this study, Greimas’s
narrative analysis method is chosen. With a part-to-whole approach, it treats events as
dependent on characters. Greimas’s model is based on three binary axes—desire, transmission,
and power—and explains the roles of subject, object, sender, receiver, helper, and opponent.
In this model, an actant may be a character, a force, or a condition. Accordingly, the actantial
patterns of characters in the two films are examined in a comparable manner to analyze
society’s view of the artist and the reciprocal relationships between artist and society.
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Findings

The two films Santouri and A Star Is Born present two different images of the artist character,
rooted in the social, cultural, and political differences of their production contexts. The first
comparison shows that in Santouri, the artist moves from a point of success toward decline.
Ali, at the end of the film, remains in a rehabilitation center after quitting addiction and devotes
his art to helping others; however, he no longer possesses his former economic resources or
social prestige. His partial return to ordinary life is also the result of distancing himself from
the harmful social conditions that led him to collapse; therefore, he shows no desire to return
to that same society. In contrast, A Star Is Born follows two parallel narratives: Elly transforms
from an unknown singer into a global star and overcomes her main obstacle, while Jackson
takes the opposite path, moving from fame toward loss of credibility, although addiction plays
a decisive role in his fate. The nature of the obstacles in the two films is different. Despite talent
and professional activity, Ali is driven toward addiction and marginalization due to conflict
with larger social structures, lack of institutional support, absence of official permission, and
family rejection. Elly, however, faces an obstacle rooted in the music industry and aesthetic
standards;

Conclusion

At the individual level, perceptions of an artist are usually shaped by the artist’s record and
personal choices; but at the social level, this view goes beyond a biographical narrative and
also includes the artist’s network of personal and institutional relationships. Different societies,
depending on their cultural backgrounds and socio-political conditions, adopt different policies
and attitudes toward art and artists. The comparison of Santouri and A Star Is Born shows that
society and its mechanisms—from family to decision-making institutions and economic
structures—are among the most important factors influencing an artist’s path to success or
decline, turning becoming an artist into a social issue. In Santouri, despite his talent, the artist
is prevented from sustaining success due to cultural and ideological conflicts and the lack of
effective support, and he reaches economic and personal breakdown. The family and the
dominant cultural system, alongside other factors, take on an opposing role. Nevertheless, the
film’s ending, drawing on the familiar trope of the Iranian family, highlights the family’s
renewed supportive function and presents the father as an agent of Ali’s rescue. This narrative
reflects a theme emphasizing the importance of family and caregiving support in Iranian
culture. By contrast, A Star Is Born represents the artist in relation to the commercial music
industry and the logic of capitalism. Despite her artistic ability, Elly is initially sidelined
because her appearance does not match the market’s beauty standards. After entering the
industry with Jackson’s support, she remains under the pressure of a commercial gaze.
Producers attempt to turn her into a profitable object, and economic competition advances to
the point of harming Elly and Jackson’s relationship and creating conditions that lead to his
suicide. The trope of the “complete” or “all-around” artist also underscores the presumed
necessity of simultaneously having a strong voice, beauty, and a body aligned with market
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standards. Overall, both films show that representations of the artist are shaped within the
framework of the dominant values and ideologies of society. In Santouri, an ideological
perspective and the lack of effective supportive and commercial mechanisms are emphasized,
while in A Star Is Born, market logic and the artist’s commercial viability are central. These
findings align with Stuart Hall’s theory of representation, which emphasizes the ideological
nature of the representational process.
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